ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Orleanist who had rallied to the Republic and who promised not
to establish a definitive system of government. Next it settled the
preliminaries of the peace, which took from France the whole of
Alsace, 'the German-speaking portions of Lorraine, and the
French-speaking district of Metz and imposed upon it an indemnity
of five milliard francs, some three milliards more than the sums
expended by Germany, after which it moved to Versailles.

In Paris the National Guard was still armed and directed by the
'Central Committee5 of a federation formed by the battalions
during the siege; the people, left without a government, was
thoroughly angry with the monarchist Assembly at Versailles.
A sudden rising at Montmartre on March 18,1871, developed into
an insurrection.  Thiers, distrusting the troops, which had re-
mained in contact with the Parisian population, caused the evacua-
tion of Paris.  Power was assumed by the Central Committee of
die Federation of National Guards, formed of revolutionaries;
this committee caused the Parisians to elect a 'General Council
of the Commune of Paris', which behaved like a government and
came to blows with the Assembly at Versailles. The civil war
between the legal Government of France and the Commune,
supported by the troops forming the Paris Federation (fldtrfc),
took the form of a regular siege of Paris by the French army. It
stirred up hatreds that gave it a horrible side; the captured leaders
of ft&fidbrk were shot without trial; the Commune retaliated by
seizing prominent persons as hostages.  After the entry of the
French army thcfldfafo burnt public buildings and houses in their
retreat and shot the hostages. The measures of repression began
by ill-considered shootings and continued in the form of mass
arrests, after which the courts martial pronounced thousands of
sentences of hard labour or deportation, which left a lasting
hatred of reaction among the population of Paris, Though the
Commune had been directed mainly by revolutionaries following
the traditions of 1793, it had flown the red flag, and international
Socialists thought fit to regard it as an insurrection of the Socialist
proletariat.   The anniversary of the last fight, on May 27th,
is still celebrated by a Socialist demonstration at the 'wall of
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